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Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God. 
Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love. 
Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for 
this week, how can you encourage someone who 
is in despair or losing hope?  
Psalm 138 is a song of thanksgiving and praise: “I 
give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart” (v. 
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1a). Draw a heart on a piece of paper. Inside the 
heart write a list of things you thank God for in 
your life. Place the heart in a visible place in your 
home as a reminder to give thanks and praise for 
God’s steadfast love and faithfulness.  
Pray: I give you thanks, O Lord, for all you do 
to protect me with your steadfast love and 
faithfulness through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP 
WITH US TODAY!  

Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the 
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the 
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow 
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace 
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that 
we say and do as we serve Him and live in 
Christian love with one another.  
If you would like to learn more about this church, 
or are looking for a church family, please talk to 
our pastor or one of the elders. They would be 
happy to talk with you! Regardless of whether you 
join or not, we welcome you and your family to 
worship with us any time! We want to know who 
you are, so please provide your contact 
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information in the Friendship Book as it is passed 
during the Offertory. If you are visiting, honor us by 
signing the Guest Register in the Narthex. 
If you have a prayer request, please fill out a Blue 
Prayer Card from the pew rack and usher will be 
collecting them.  
Thank you. Come visit us again sometime soon 
and may the Lord richly bless you! 
 
 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
August 23, 2026 

 
PRELUDE 

 
T ORDER OF WORSHIP T 

 
HYMN OF INVOCATION 
 

 
662 ONWARD, CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS 

 
1 Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 
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Christ, the royal master, 
    Leads against the foe; 
Forward into battle 
    See His banners go! Refrain 

 
ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
2 Like a mighty army 

    Moves the Church of God; 
Brothers, we are treading 
    Where the saints have trod. 
We are not divided, 
    All one body we, 
One in hope and doctrine, 
    One in charity. Refrain 

 
3 Crowns and thrones may perish, 

    Kingdoms rise and wane, 
But the Church of Jesus 
    Constant will remain. 
Gates of hell can never 
    ’Gainst that Church prevail; 
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We have Christ’s own promise, 
    And that cannot fail. Refrain 

 
ref Onward, Christian soldiers, 

    Marching as to war, 
With the cross of Jesus 
    Going on before. 

 
4 Onward, then, ye faithful, 

    Join our happy throng, 
Blend with ours your voices 
    In the triumph song: 
Glory, laud, and honor 
    Unto Christ, the king; 
This through countless ages 
    Men and angels sing. Refrain 

 
(Please rise) 

 

+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION + 

 
INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
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EXHORTATION LSB 151 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive 

ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is 

faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-

examination.) 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our 

Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are 

by nature sinful and unclean. We have 
sinned against You in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved 
You with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We 
justly deserve Your present and eternal 
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
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delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
ABSOLUTION LSB 151 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son 

to die for you and for His sake forgives you all 
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of 
Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE WORD + 

 
RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 138 
Give Thanks to the LORD 

P I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; 
 before the gods I sing your praise; 
 

C I bow down toward your holy temple 
 and give thanks to your name for your 
steadfast love and your faithfulness, 
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 for you have exalted above all things 
 your name and your word. 
 

P On the day I called, you answered me; 
 my strength of soul you increased. 

 

C All the kings of the earth shall give you 
thanks, O LORD, 
 for they have heard the words of your 
mouth, 
 

P and they shall sing of the ways of the LORD, 
 for great is the glory of the LORD. 
 

C For though the LORD is high, he regards the 
lowly, 
 but the haughty he knows from afar. 

 

P Though I walk in the midst of trouble, 
 you preserve my life; 
you stretch out your hand against the wrath of my 
enemies, 
 and your right hand delivers me. 
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C The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; 
 your steadfast love, O LORD, endures forever. 
 Do not forsake the work of your hands. 

(Please rise) 

KYRIE LSB 152 
P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace from above and for our 

salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-

being of the Church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P For this holy house and for all who offer here 

their worship and praise let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious 

Lord. 
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C Amen. 
 
♫GLORIA IN EXCELSIS♫ LSB 204 
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 
    Goodwill from God in heaven 
    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
    We praise and bless You, Father; 
    Your holy name, we sing— 
    Our thanks for Your great glory, 
    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 
  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 
    The Father’s Son, we pray; 
    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
    You take our sins away. 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
    Receive our heartfelt cry, 
    Where You in pow’r are seated 
    At God’s right hand on high— 
  
3 For You alone are holy; 
    You only are the Lord. 
    Forever and forever, 
    Be worshiped and adored; 
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    You with the Holy Spirit 
    Alone are Lord Most High, 
    In God the Father’s glory. 
    “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
  
P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting 
life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be 
the way, the truth, and the life that we may 
boldly confess Him to be the Christ and 
steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life 
eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 
 

(Please be seated) 
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 51:1–6 
The LORD’s Comfort for Zion 

1“Listen to me, you who pursue 
righteousness, 
 you who seek the LORD: 
look to the rock from which you were hewn, 
 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah who bore you; 
for he was but one when I called him, 
 that I might bless him and multiply him. 
3For the LORD comforts Zion; 
 he comforts all her waste places 
and makes her wilderness like Eden, 
 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 
joy and gladness will be found in her, 
 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 
 and give ear to me, my nation; 
for a law will go out from me, 
 and I will set my justice for a light to the 
peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 
 my salvation has gone out, 
 and my arms will judge the peoples; 
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the coastlands hope for me, 
 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
 and look at the earth beneath; 
for the heavens vanish like smoke, 
 the earth will wear out like a garment, 
 and they who dwell in it will die in like 
manner; 
but my salvation will be forever, 
 and my righteousness will never be 
dismayed.” 

  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 11:33—12:8 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and 
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his 
judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 
 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 
 that he might be repaid?” 
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36For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen. 

A Living Sacrifice 

 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the 
mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living 
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 
your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewal of 
your mind, that by testing you may discern what is 
the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect. 

Gifts of Grace 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone 
among you not to think of himself more highly than 
he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, 
each according to the measure of faith that God 
has assigned. 4For as in one body we have many 
members, and the members do not all have the 
same function, 5so we, though many, are one body 
in Christ, and individually members one of 
another. 6Having gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in 
proportion to our faith; 7if service, in our serving; 
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the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one 
who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who 
contributes, in generosity; the one who leads, with 
zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with 
cheerfulness. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

(Please rise) 
 
♫ALLELUIA AND VERSE♫ LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:13–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, 

the sixteenth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
Peter Confesses Jesus As the Christ 

 13Now when Jesus came into the district of 
Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
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people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 
said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say 
Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say 
that I am?” 16Simon Peter replied, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-
Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to 
you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18And I tell 
you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall 
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 
earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then he strictly 
charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the 
Christ. 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

(Please be seated) 
 

SERMON HYMN 
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645 BUILT ON THE ROCK 
 
1 Built on the Rock the Church shall stand 

    Even when steeples are falling. 
Crumbled have spires in ev’ry land; 
    Bells still are chiming and calling, 
Calling the young and old to rest, 
But above all the souls distressed, 
    Longing for rest everlasting. 

 
2 Surely in temples made with hands 

    God, the Most High, is not dwelling; 
High above earth His temple stands, 
    All earthly temples excelling. 
Yet He who dwells in heav’n above 
Chooses to live with us in love, 
    Making our bodies His temple. 

 
3 We are God’s house of living stones, 

    Built for His own habitation. 
He through baptismal grace us owns 
    Heirs of His wondrous salvation. 
Were we but two His name to tell, 
Yet He would deign with us to dwell 
    With all His grace and His favor. 
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4 Here stands the font before our eyes, 
    Telling how God has received us. 
The_altar recalls Christ’s sacrifice 
    And what His Supper here gives us. 
Here sound the Scriptures that proclaim 
Christ yesterday, today, the same, 
    And evermore, our Redeemer. 

 
5 Grant, then, O God, Your will be done, 

    That, when the church bells are ringing, 
Many in saving faith may come 
    Where Christ His message is bringing: 
“I know My own; My own know Me. 
You, not the world, My face shall see. 
    My peace I leave with you. Amen.” 

 
SERMON 

"Grace Grace Grace..." 
. . . Pastor Karl 

 
1 Prosecutor to defense attorney 
2 The case for Grace presented 
3 Cross examination by the world.and our troubled      
   Consciences 
4 Celebration and Sacrifice now... 
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(Please rise) 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our 
Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the 
dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
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     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
P   Lord, in Your mercy 
C   Hear our prayer. 

 
(Please be seated) 

 
OFFERING 
 
♫OFFERTORY RESPONSE♫ 
 

(Please rise) 
 

956 CREATE IN ME 
 

1 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
    and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from Thy presence; 
    and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. 
Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation; 
    and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen. 
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♫LORD’S PRAYER♫                                                
Our Father who art in heaven,  

hallowed be Thy name,  
Thy kingdom come,  
Thy will be done on earth  

as it is in heaven;  
give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our debts,  

as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom  
and the power and the glory  
Forever. Amen. 

 

(Please be seated) 
 
CLOSING HYMN 
 
802 IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE 

 
1 Immortal, invisible, 

    God only wise, 
In light inaccessible 
    hid from our eyes, 
Most blessèd, most glorious, 
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    the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, 
    Thy great name we praise. 

 
2 Unresting, unhasting, 

    and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, 
    Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains 
    high soaring above 
Thy clouds which are fountains 
    of goodness and love. 

 
3 To all life Thou givest— 

    to both great and small— 
In all life Thou livest, 
    the true Life of all; 
We blossom and flourish 
    as leaves on the tree 
And wither and perish— 
    but naught changes Thee. 

 
4 Great Father of glory, 

    pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, 
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    all veiling their sight; 
All laud we would render: 
    O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendor 
    of light that hides Thee. 

 
BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be 
gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and T give 
you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
POSTLUDE 
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 SERVING IN THE LORD'S 
HOUSE TODAY 

 

 

Preacher: Rev. Karl P. Glander 
Organist: Holly Bell 

                Flutist: Nancy Rybak 
                 Bells: Debbie Jackow 

                The Sound System: Jeff Kirsch 
                Elder: Klaus Naumann 

                    Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis                                                                        
                   Ushers: Tim and Mary Tobeck  

                Reader: Judy Lawrence  
 

Signup Sheets in the Fellowship Hall. This is 
your chance to get involved in worship. 

 

Our Response to God’s Love 
Worship Service – 42 
Adult Bible Class – 18 

 

Celebrating birthdays this week: 8/24: Linda  
Rust, Betty Willis, Richard Gerlach, 8/25:  
Jacqueline Blake, 8/27: George Mammarappallil 
 

Celebrating anniversaries this week: 8/26:  
Yvonne & Greg Murray (48 yrs) 
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COFFEE & CONVERSATION 
Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 

service for coffee and goodies. The refreshments 
this week are from Holly Bell. Thank you! 

 
ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY and SUNDAY 

SCHOOL 
Pastor Glander leads a Bible study in the 

Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 service and 
Sunday school for the children is in the classroom. 

 
MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS! 

Join us on Monday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a time of 
health, fun, and fellowship. We will start each 

gathering with a gentle session of Chair 
Exercises to stretch and relax. Afterward, we will 

transition ourselves into other group activities. 
Everyone is invited to attend! Bring a Friend: 

Neighbors, family, and friends are always 
welcome! Please bring your own ideas of what 

activities, crafts, or games we might do together at 
these future gatherings. 

We hope to see you there! 
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WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 
10:30 A.M. This gathering offers an opportunity to 
study God's Word together in the Fellowship Hall. 

 
LOCK-IN 

They are planning a church high school youth 
group lock-in Friday, August 28th. If interested or 
know anyone interested contact Mickie Naumann 

or Holly Bell. 
 

PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING 
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking, 
healing, and comfort during cancer treatments, for 
those suffering from addiction, mental illness and 
for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family 
we pray for: 
 
Doug, Paul, Johanna, Kerry, Addison, Dustin, 
Peggy, Andrea, Jackson, Sue, Pat, Tim, Phil S., 
Tina, Thomas, Nick, Felix, Pam, Paul, Bill, Cindy, 
Klaus, Linda, Gail, Johnny, Wendy, Les 
Dreischerf, Sharon, Will, Denny, Melissa Johnson, 
Barb, Kayla, Katie, John, Jim Rode, Becky, 
Johnny, David, Catherine, Holly, Kim, Kayla, 
Denny, Rose, Helen, Tasha, Yvonne, Cody, Dan, 
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Carl, Holly, Rose, Diane Pfaff, Ken Zanto, Gary, 
Chris Tobeck, Keith Tobeck, Paul, James and his 
family, John and Judy Wittenberg, And those in 
our hearts 
 
For Those Who have recently lost loved ones: 
The family and friends of Russ Yancey, The family 
and friends of Will, The family and friends of 
Cheryl Miller  
 
PRAYERS for Homebound, Assisted Living, 
Nursing Home  
Those who can’t attend common worship that 
they would find comfort knowing that the Lord 
is with them. 
Pam, Edison and Karen Johnson, Chester and 
Linda Rust 
 
PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION  
For our full-time troops and public servants, for 
travel, missionaries, and for peace and protection 
for families. 
missionaries in Guatemala, Son-in-law (being 
deployed for a year in the Coast Guard), Smiths 
(missionaries) 
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Dear Lord, we come to You today with heavy 
hearts, as we lift up those who are in need of 
prayer. We ask that You would bring healing 
and restoration to their body, mind, and spirit 
Amen. 
 
 
 


