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Jesus’ ministry is for all nations.

Jesus calls us to serve our neighbor in love.
Based on the Daily Bible Readings and theme for
this week, how can you reach out to someone who
needs to hear kind and loving words?

The prophet Isaiah declared God'’s intention to
make God’s house (the temple in Jerusalem) a
“house of prayer for all peoples” (Isaiah 56:7).
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Think or talk about where, when, and how you
pray in your home. In what ways do you feel your
‘74 own home is a "house of prayer“? Pray:
777%+ Lord Jesus, we come to you in prayer.
Help us to show faith in you today and every
day. Amen.
IT IS GREAT TO HAVE YOU IN WORSHIP WITH
US TODAY!
Here at Bethlehem Lutheran, we believe in the
teachings of the Bible as taught by Jesus and the
apostles and strive to live our lives in accord with
the gospel of Jesus Christ. We are all fellow
sinners who live together in the mercy and grace
of Jesus. Jesus is the heart and center of all that
we say and do as we serve Him and live Iin
Christian love with one another.
If you would like to learn more about this church,
or are looking for a church family, please talk to
our pastor or one of the elders. They would be
happy to talk with you! Regardless of whether you
join or not, we welcome you and your family to
worship with us any time! We want to know who
you are, so please provide your contact
information in the Friendship Book as it is passed




during the Offertory. If you are visiting, honor us by
signing the Guest Register in the Narthex.
If you have a prayer request, please fill out a Blue
Prayer Card from the pew rack and usher will be
collecting them.
Thank you. Come visit us again sometime soon
and may the Lord richly bless you!
> ATTENDING COMMUNION AT
%4~ BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at
Bethlehem Lutheran Church in the confession and
glad confidence that, as he says, our Lord gives
iInto our mouths not only bread and wine but his
very body and blood to eat and to drink for the
forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union
with him and with one another. Our Lord invites to
his table those who trust his words, repent of all
sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love
as he forgives and loves us, that they may show
forth his death until he comes.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body
and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and
because Holy Communion is a confession of faith
which is confessed at this altar, any who are not
yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession
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differing from that of Bethlehem Lutheran Church
LCMS and yet desire to receive the sacrament,
are invited to speak with Pastor Karl Glander.

TWELFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
August 16, 2026

PRELUDE
-+ ORDER OF WORSHIP -

HYMN OF INVOCATION

825 RISE, SHINE. YOU PEOPLE

1 Rise, shine, you people! Christ the Lord has
entered
Our human story; God in Him is centered.
He comes to us, by death and sin surrounded,
With grace unbounded.

2 See how He sends the pow’rs of evil reeling;
He brings us freedom, light and life and
healing.




All men and women, who by guilt are driven,
Now are forgiven.

3 Come, celebrate, your banners high unfurling,
Your songs and prayers against the darkness
hurling.

To all the world go out and tell the story
Of Jesus’ glory.

4 Tell how the Father sent His Son to save us.
Tell of the Son, who life and freedom gave us.
Tell how the Spirit calls from ev’ry nation
His new creation.

(Please rise)
+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

INVOCATION

P] In the name of the Father and of the - Son
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

EXHORTATION LSB 151
P} If we say we have no sin, we deceive
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ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is
faithful and just, will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-
examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS LSB 151
P] Let us then confess our sins to God our
Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are
by nature sinful and unclean. We have
sinned against You in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved
You with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.




ABSOLUTION LSB 151

P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son
to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of
Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the *I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

(Please be seated)
+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 67
Make Your Face Shine upon Us

P) May God be gracious to us and bless us
and make his face to shine upon us,

that your way may be known on earth,
your saving power among all nations.

[P) Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!




Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity
and guide the nations upon earth.

[P) Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you!

The earth has yielded its increase;
God, our God, shall bless us.

P) God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

(Please rise)

KYRIE LSB 152
P} In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

®P) For the peace from above and for our
salvation let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.




®P) For the peace of the whole world, for the well-
being of the Church of God, and for the unity
of all let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} For this holy house and for all who offer here
their worship and praise let us pray to the
Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

P} Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious
Lord.
Amen.

JATHIS IS THE FEAST.JS LSB 155
This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain,
whose blood set us free to be people of
God.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
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Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and
honor, blessing, and glory are His.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Sing with all the people of God, and join in
the hymn of all creation:

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to
God and the Lamb forever. Amen.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His
reign. Alleluia.

This is the feast of victory for our God.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

10



P) Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting Father, You give
Your children many blessings even though we
are undeserving. In every trial and temptation
grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-
kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
Amen.
(Please be seated)
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8

Salvation for Foreigners

"Thus says the LORD:
“Keep justice, and do righteousness,
for soon my salvation will come,

and my deliverance be revealed. . . .

°“And the foreigners who join themselves to
the LORD,

to minister to him, to love the name of the
LORD,
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and to be his servants,
everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does
not profane it,
and holds fast my covenant—
"these | will bring to my holy mountain,
and make them joyful in my house of
prayer;
their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
for all peoples.”
5The Lord Gop,
who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
declares,
“I will gather yet others to him
besides those already gathered.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 11:1-2a, 13-15, 28-32
The Remnant of Israel

' ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no
means! For | myself am an Israelite, a descendant
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of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin.
°God has not rejected his people whom he
foreknew. . ..

SNow | am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch
then as | am an apostle to the Gentiles, | magnify
my ministry *in order somehow to make my fellow
Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. °For if
their rejection means the reconciliation of the
world, what will their acceptance mean but life
from the dead? . ..
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God
for your sake. But as regards election, they are
beloved for the sake of their forefathers. *°For the
gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. *°Just
as you were at one time disobedient to God but
now have received mercy because of their
disobedience, *'so they too have now been
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown to
you they also may now receive mercy. **For God
has consigned all to disobedience, that he may
have mercy on all.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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(Please rise)

JALLELUIA AND VERSE.J] LSB 156
Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?

You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21-28

P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew,
the fifteenth chapter.

Glory to You, O Lord.

The Faith of a Canaanite Woman

21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to
the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22And behold, a
Canaanite woman from that region came out and
was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of
David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a
demon.” 2°But he did not answer her a word. And
his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send
her away, for she is crying out after us.” **He
answered, “| was sent only to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel.” 2But she came and knelt before
him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 2°And he answered,
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“It is not right to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.” ?’She said, “Yes, Lord, yet
even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their
masters’ table.” 2Then Jesus answered her, “O
woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you as
you desire.” And her daughter was healed
instantly.

®P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON HYMN

720 WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT

1 We walk by faith and not by sight,
No gracious words we hear
From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke,
But we believe Him near.

2 We may not touch His hands and side,
Nor follow where He trod;
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But in His promise we rejoice
And cry “My Lord and God!”

Help then, O Lord, our unbelief;
And may our faith abound

To call on You when You are near
And seek where You are found.

For You, O resurrected Lord,
Are found in means divine:

Beneath the water and the Word,
Beneath the bread and wine.

Lord, when our life of faith is done,
In realms of clearer light

We may behold You as You are,
With full and endless sight.

SERMON

"Joy at the Crossroads"
. . . Pastor Karl

1. Jesus stands at the crossroads of faith . . .

2. Jesus Stands at the Crossroads of Faith in
Astonished Joy.
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(Please rise)

NICENE CREED
| believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,

the only-begotten Son of God,

begotten of His Father before all
worlds,

God of God, Light of Light,

very God of very God,

begotten, not made,

being of one substance with the Father,

by whom all things were made;

who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of
the virgin Mary

and was made man;

and was crucified also for us under
Pontius Pilate.

He suffered and was buried.
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And the third day He rose again
according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord and giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the
Son,

who with the Father and the Son
together is worshiped and glorified,

who spoke by the prophets.

And | believe in one holy Christian and
apostolic Church,

| acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins,

and | look for the resurrection of the
dead

and the life -I- of the world to come.
Amen.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P} Lord, in Your mercy
Hear our prayer.

(Please be seated)

OFFERING

JOFFERTORY/

805 PRAISE GOD., FROM WHOM ALL
BLESSINGS FLOW

(Please rise)
A1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE LSB 160
P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

® =

P} Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
PROPER PREFACE

P} Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we
should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father,
everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who, having created all things, took on
human flesh and was born of the virgin Mary.
For our sake He died on the cross and rose
from the dead to put an end to death, thus
fulfilling Your will and gaining for You a holy
people. Therefore with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore
praising You and saying:

JSANCTUSS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and
might:
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.
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Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of
the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING LSB 161

P} Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth,
for You have had mercy on those whom You
created and sent Your only-begotten Son into
our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.
With repentant joy we receive the salvation
accomplished for us by the all-availing
sacrifice of His body and His blood on the
Cross.

Gathered in the name and the remembrance
of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive,
renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and
Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and
drink His blood as He bids us do in His own
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from
the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the
faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His
kingdom, which has no end. Graciously
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receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.
To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He
was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My *I-
body, which is given for you. This do in
remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after
supper, and when He had given thanks, He
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My I~ blood,
which is shed for you for the forgiveness of
sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me.”
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PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST

P)

[P)

As often as we eat this bread and drink this
cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes.

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
In giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed
death, Your rest in the tomb, Your
resurrection from the dead, Your ascension
into heaven, and Your coming for the final
judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom
and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kihngdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
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as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
P} The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

JAGNUS DEIJ LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the
world; grant us peace.

(Please be seated)

DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS
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537 BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR

Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love Thee,
Truly I'd serve Thee,
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.

Fair are the meadows,
Fair are the woodlands,

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,

He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.

Fair is the sunshine,
Fair is the moonlight,

Bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer

Than all the angels in the sky.
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Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,

Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor,
Praise, adoration

Now and forevermore be Thine!

527 O SAVIOR, PRECIOUS SAVIOR

O Savior, precious Savior,
Whom yet unseen we love;

O name of might and favor,
All other names above,

We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing;

We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our holy Lord and King.

O bringer of salvation,

Who wondrously hast wrought
Thyself the revelation

Of love beyond our thought,
We worship Thee, we bless Thee,

To Thee, O Christ, we sing;
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We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our gracious Lord and King.

In Thee all fullness dwelleth,
All grace and pow'r divine;

The glory that excelleth,
O Son of God, is Thine.

We worship Thee, we bless Thee,
To Thee, O Christ, we sing;

We praise Thee and confess Thee,
Our glorious Lord and King.

O grant the consummation
Of this our song above
In endless adoration
And everlasting love;
Then shall we praise and bless Thee
Where perfect praises ring,
And evermore confess Thee,
Our Savior and our King!

(Please rise)
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JATHANK THE LORD.? LSB 164

Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell
ev’ryone what He has done.

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and
proudly bear His name.

He recalls His promises and leads His
people forth in joy

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia,
alleluia.

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

P)

Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that
You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy
You would strengthen us through the same in
faith toward You and in fervent love toward
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

(Please be seated)

HYMN TO DEPART
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571 GOD LOVED THE WORLD SO THAT HE
GAVE

(Stanzas 1-4, 6)

God loved the world so that He gave
His only Son the lost to save,

That all who would in Him believe
Should everlasting life receive.

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,

Who was made flesh and suffered death;
All then who trust in Him alone

Are built on this chief cornerstone.

God would not have the sinner die;
His Son with saving grace is nigh;
His Spirit in the Word declares

How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs.

Be of good cheer, for God’'s own Son
Forgives all sins which you have done;
And, justified by Jesus’ blood,

Your Baptism grants the highest good.

29



(Please rise)
A 6 Glory to God the Father, Son,
And Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To You, O blessed Trinity,
Be praise now and eternally!

(Please be seated)

BENEDICTION LSB 166
P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be
gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give
you peace.
Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

POSTLUDE
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HOUSE TODAY

LUTHERAN Preacher: Rev. Karl P. Glander
Tt Organist: Holly Bell
Guest Pianist: Cheryl Nelson
Flutist: Nancy Rybak
Bells: Debbie Jackow
The Sound System: Jeff Kirsch
Elder: Doug Johnson
Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis
Ushers: Greg and Yvonne Murray
Reader: Greg Murray

.i_ SERVING IN THE LORD'S

Signup Sheets in the Fellowship Hall. This is
your chance to get involved in worship.

Our Response to God’s Love
Worship Service — 36
Adult Bible Class — 12

Celebrating birthdays this week: 8/21: Chester
Rust, 8/22: Carolyn Fernberg
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Celebrating anniversaries this week: 8/21:
Ginny and Pastor Karl Glander(32Yrs), Judy &
John Wittenberg(55Yrs)

COFFEE & CONVERSATION
Join us in the Fellowship Hall after the 10:30
service for coffee and goodies. The refreshments
this week are from The Murray’s. Thank you!

ADULT SUNDAY BIBLE STUDY and SUNDAY
SCHOOL
Pastor Glander leads a Bible study in the
Fellowship Hall after the 10:30 service and
Sunday school for the children is in the classroom.

CHURCH COUNCIL
Today, Sunday, August 16, 2026 ~ will meet
right after Bible Class

MONDAY MORNING GATHERINGS!

Join us on Monday mornings from 10:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall for a time of
health, fun, and fellowship. We will start each

gathering with a gentle session of Chair

Exercises to stretch and relax. Afterward, we will
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transition ourselves into other group activities.
Everyone is invited to attend! Bring a Friend:
Neighbors, family, and friends are always
welcome! Please bring your own ideas of what
activities, crafts, or games we might do together at
these future gatherings. We hope to see you
there!

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
10:30 A.M. This gathering offers an opportunity to
study God's Word together in the Fellowship Hall.

SPIRIT NIGHT
Lutheran Services Florida is sponsoring “Spirit
Night” at the Fort Myers Mighty Mussels game on
August 27", Tickets are $18 each with $5 from
each ticket going to Lutheran Services. We would
like to have members from Bethlehem participate.
You can sign up to attend on the sheet on the
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall before August
20th. Please put your check for the tickets in the
offering plate and label it as “Mussels Tickets
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PRAYERS FOR HEALTH AND HEALING
For good test results, treatment, positive thinking,
healing, and comfort during cancer treatments, for
those suffering from addiction, mental illness and
for healing, strength, comfort, and peace for family
we pray for:
Addison, Dustin, Peggy, Andrea, Jackson, Sue,
Pat, Tim, Phil S., Tina, Thomas, Nick, Felix, Pam,
Paul, Bill, Cindy, Klaus, Linda, Gail, Johnny,
Wendy, Les Dreischerf, Sharon, Will, Denny,
Melissa Johnson, Barb, Kayla, Katie, John, Jim
Rode, Becky, Johnny, David, Catherine, Holly,
Kim, Kayla, Denny, Rose, Helen, Tasha, Yvonne,
Cody, Dan, Carl, Holly, Rose, Diane Pfaff, Ken
Zanto, Gary, Chris Tobeck, Keith Tobeck, Paul,
James and his family, John and Judy Wittenberg,
And those in our hearts

For Those Who have recently lost loved ones:
The family and friends of Russ Yancey, The family
and friends of Will, The family and friends of
Cheryl Miller

PRAYERS for Homebound, Assisted Living,
Nursing Home
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Those who can’t attend common worship that
they would find comfort knowing that the Lord
is with them.

Pam, Edison and Karen Johnson, Chester and
Linda Rust

PRAYERS FOR PROTECTION

For our full-time troops and public servants, for
travel, missionaries, and for peace and protection
for families.

missionaries in Guatemala, Son-in-law (being
deployed for a year in the Coast Guard), Smiths
(missionaries)

Dear Lord, we come to You today with heavy
hearts, as we lift up those who are in need of
prayer. We ask that You would bring healing
and restoration to their body, mind, and spirit
Amen.
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