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Week 3
Advent prepares our hearts for the coming Jesus
The four weeks of Advent have different names,
the third week is JOY
Joy comes for all people.
The Joy of the Coming!
Luke 2:10
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19 And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for
behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will
be for all the people.
JOY
The poor shepherds, not the rich, came to worship
Jesus.

AS WE GATHER

A tradition carried out in some places during the
weeks before Christmas is the “Secret Santa,” in
which a person leaves little gifts or notes of
greeting and encouragement for someone else in
a mysterious way. The “Secret Santa” does not
reveal his or her identity until Christmas has come.
The person who received the gifts may find that
the giver was someone totally unexpected, even
unlikely. In the season of Advent, we find
ourselves awaiting God'’s unlikely Messiah. He
comes to earth not in power or splendor but in
humility and simplicity. God'’s plan of salvation is
unexpected and unlikely and amazing. With eager
hearts, we anticipate the arrival of our humble
Lord and rejoice in the wonder of His coming.
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ADVENT MIDWEEK
December 18, 2024

+ PREPARATION +
PRELUDE

OPENING HYMN

379 O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
(Stanzas 1, ref, 2—4)

(As the hymn is sung, the candles on the Advent
wreath and the altar are lit.)

1 O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold Him
Born the king of angels: Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!
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2 Highest, most holy,
Light of Light eternal,
Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes;
Son of the Father
Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

ref O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord!

3 Sing, choirs of angels,
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!
Glory to God
In the highest: Refrain

4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee,
Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to Thee be glory giv'n!
Word of the Father

Now in flesh appearing! Refrain

(Please rise)
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INVOCATION

P]In the name of the Father and of the - Son and
of the Holy Spirit.

(d Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 124:8
®P)Our help is in the name of the Lord,
fdwho made heaven and earth.

[P)In this season of penitence and reflection, let us
think of our unworthiness and confess before
God that we have sinned in thought, word, and
deed, asking for His merciful forgiveness.

(8 God Almighty, have mercy on us, forgive us
our sins, and bring us to life everlasting.
Amen.

PJAlmighty God, our heavenly Father, has had
mercy upon us and has given His only Son, our
Emmanuel, to die for us and for His sake
forgives us all our sins. May the God of peace
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit, soul, and body be kept blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(d Amen.
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SALUTATION
[P)The Lord be with you.
(B And also with you.

OPENING COLLECT
[P)Let us pray.

Lord Jesus, You came to earth in lowliness of
heart to seek and save the lost. In this season of
repentance and prayer, make us ready to
prepare Your way with sincere devotion that
reflects Your humble service. By Your Holy
Spirit, grant us a sense of peace and renewed
dedication to live as faithful and courageous
people, so that we welcome You with joyful
hearts and hope-filled lives. This we ask in Your
wonderful name.

(84 Amen.

[P)The theme for our Advent services in this
season is “Symbols of Salvation: Foretelling
Christ’s Birth.” In these weeks, we have
discovered “types"—people, like Moses, and
things, like the burning bush and tent of meeting
of God’s Old Testament people—that pointed
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forward to the coming of Christ. Today, we will
discover how God used Gideon to show His
power. With the heavenly host, we join in the
praise of the Savior as we sing our next hymn.

(Please be seated)
+ WORD +

FIRST READING Judges 6:11-24; 7:2-9

[PJA reading from Judges, the sixth (and seventh)
chapter(s).

The Call of Gideon

""Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under
the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash
the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating
out wheat in the winepress to hide it from the
Midianites. '"And the angel of the LORD appeared
to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O
mighty man of valor.” "*And Gideon said to him,
“Please, sir, if the LORD is with us, why then has all
this happened to us? And where are all his
wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted to us,
saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’

But now the LORD has forsaken us and given us
[7]



into the hand of Midian.” "*And the LORD turned to
him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save
Israel from the hand of Midian; do not | send you?”
SAnd he said to him, “Please, Lord, how can |
save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and | am the least in my father’s
house.” 'And the LORD said to him, “But | will be
with you, and you shall strike the Midianites as
one man.” ""And he said to him, “If now | have
found favor in your eyes, then show me a sign that
it is you who speaks with me. '®Please do not
depart from here until | come to you and bring out
my present and set it before you.” And he said, “I
will stay till you return.”

19So Gideon went into his house and prepared a
young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah
of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth
he put in a pot, and brought them to him under the
terebinth and presented them. 2°And the angel of
God said to him, “Take the meat and the
unleavened cakes, and put them on this rock, and
pour the broth over them.” And he did so. ?'Then
the angel of the LORD reached out the tip of the
staff that was in his hand and touched the meat
and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up
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from the rock and consumed the flesh and the
unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD
vanished from his sight. 2Then Gideon perceived
that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon
said, “Alas, O Lord Gob! For now | have seen the
angel of the LORD face to face.” >But the LORD
said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you
shall not die.” 2*Then Gideon built an altar there to
the LORD and called it, The LORD is Peace. To this
day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the
Abiezrites.

°The LORD said to Gideon, “The people with you
are too many for me to give the Midianites into
their hand, lest Israel boast over me, saying, ‘My
own hand has saved me.’ *Now therefore proclaim
in the ears of the people, saying, ‘Whoever is
fearful and trembling, let him return home and
hurry away from Mount Gilead.”™ Then 22,000 of
the people returned, and 10,000 remained.

*And the LORD said to Gideon, “The people are
still too many. Take them down to the water, and |
will test them for you there, and anyone of whom |
say to you, ‘This one shall go with you,’ shall go
with you, and anyone of whom | say to you, “This
one shall not go with you,” shall not go.” °So he
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brought the people down to the water. And the
LORD said to Gideon, “Every one who laps the
water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set
by himself. Likewise, every one who kneels down
to drink.” °And the number of those who lapped,
putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men,
but all the rest of the people knelt down to drink
water. ‘And the LORD said to Gideon, “With the
300 men who lapped | will save you and give the
Midianites into your hand, and let all the others go
every man to his home.” 8So the people took
provisions in their hands, and their trumpets. And
he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent,
but retained the 300 men. And the camp of Midian
was below him in the valley.

9That same night the LORD said to him, “Arise, go
down against the camp, for | have given it into
your hand.

P)This is the Word of the Lord.
(dThanks be to God.

PSALM Psalm 85
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[PJLORD, You were favorable to Your land; You
restored the fortunes of Jacob.

BYou forgave the iniquity of Your people; You
covered all their sin.

P)You withdrew all Your wrath; You turned from
Your hot anger.

(B Restore us again, O God of our salvation,
and put away Your indignation toward us!

PJWill You be angry with us forever?
@Will You prolong Your anger to all
generations?

PJWill You not revive us again, that Your people
may rejoice in You?

dShow us Your steadfast love, O LORD, and
grant us Your salvation.

[P)Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, for
He will speak peace to His people, to His saints;
but let them not turn back to folly.

B Surely His salvation is near to those who
fear Him, that glory may dwell in our land.
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[P)Steadfast love and faithfulness meet;
righteousness and peace kiss each other.

B Faithfulness springs up from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.

P)Yes, the LORD will give what is good, and our
land will yield its increase.

(BRighteousness will go before Him and make
His footsteps a way.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to
the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen.

SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5
[PJA reading from Micah, the fifth chapter.

2 But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of
Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,

from ancient days.
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STherefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return
to the people of Israel.
*And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in
the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his
God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be
great
to the ends of the earth.
>And he shall be their peace.
When the Assyrian comes into our land
and treads in our palaces,
then we will raise against him seven shepherds
and eight princes of men;

P)This is the Word of the Lord.
(dThanks be to God.

(Please rise)

VERSE Isaiah 11:1-2, 5-6, 9
[P)There shall come forth a shoot from the stump
of Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear
[13]




fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon
Him,

[(Bthe Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of
knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

[P)Righteousness shall be the belt of His waist,
and faithfulness the belt of His loins.

8 The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the
leopard shall lie down with the young goat,
and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf
together; and a little child shall lead them.

[PJThey shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy
mountain;

[dfor the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the LORD as the waters cover the sea.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:68-75
P)The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first
chapter.

(8Glory to You, O Lord.

°%“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,

for he has visited and redeemed his people
[14]



®9and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of his servant David,
Yas he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets
from of old,
"that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us;
"?to show the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant,
*the oath that he swore to our father Abraham,
to grant us
"“that we, being delivered from the hand of our
enemies,
might serve him without fear,
Sin holiness and righteousness before him all
our days.

[P)This is the Gospel of the Lord.
dPraise to You, O Christ.

(Please be seated)

SERMON HYNMN

345 HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING
(Stanzas 1-3)
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1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding!
“Christ is near,” we hear it say.
“Cast away the works of darkness,
All you children of the day!”

2 Startled at the solemn warning,
Let the earthbound soul arise;
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling,
Shines upon the morning skies.

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected,
Comes with pardon down from heav’n.
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow,
One and all, to be forgiv'n;

SERMON
"YOU SHALL DEFEAT THEM AS ONE MAN"
.. . Karl Glander
(Please rise)
CATECHISM The Third Article

(31 believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian
Church, the communion of saints, the
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forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P)What does this mean?

(31 believe that | cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers,
enlightens, and sanctifies the whole
Christian Church on earth, and keeps it with
Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly
forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the
dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

PJAlmighty God, we lift up our hearts in gratitude
to You, and for all Your loving kindness we
bless Your holy name. For life and health, for
love and friendship, and for the knowledge of
Your grace and truth which shapes our lives,

(Bwe praise You, O God, and ask Your
blessing.

P)For the wonder of this holy season, and for alll
things true and honorable, just and pure, lovely
and gracious,

(Bwe praise You, O God, and ask Your
blessing.

[P)For the gift of Jesus Christ, our Lord, for His
sacrifice and service, and for His obedience
unto death, even death on a cross,

(Bwe praise You, O God, and ask Your
blessing.

[PJFor His glorious resurrection and ascension to
Your right hand, for His kingdom and everlasting
dominion, and for the promise of His return to
earth in glory at the final Advent,
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(Bwe praise You, O God, and ask Your
blessing.

[PJFor the Holy Spirit, the Counselor, who is at
work in our hearts and our lives, and who unites
the hearts of the faithful through the Church
throughout the world, for the Means of Grace,
and for the fellowship of the redeemed in
heaven and on earth,

(Bwe praise You, O God, and ask Your
blessing.

[PJAccording to Your mercy, hear and answer the
prayers and petitions we bring before You, and
grant all that is needed and in accord with Your
will. Glory, thanksgiving, and praise be to You,
O Father almighty, through Jesus Christ, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

(3Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

@ Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
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Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(Please be seated)

OFFERING

ADVENT ANTIPHON

P)O Dayspring, splendor of light everlasting:

(8 Come and enlighten those who sit in
darkness and in the shadow of death.

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
(Stanzas 1, ref, 2)

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
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That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high,
Who ord’rest all things mightily;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain

ADVENT ANTIPHON

P)O King of the nations, the ruler they long for, the
cornerstone uniting all people:

dCome and save us all, whom You formed out
of clay.

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
(Stanzas ref, 3—4)
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’'s height
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In ancient times didst give the Law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree,
Free them from Satan’s tyranny
That trust Thy mighty pow'r to save,
And give them vict'ry o’er the grave. Refrain

ADVENT ANTIPHON

P)JO Emmanuel, our King and our Lord, the
anointed for the nations and their Savior:
dCome and save us, O Lord our God.

357 O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL
(Stanzas ref, 5—6)

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav'nly home,
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Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

PRAYER
[P)Let us pray.

O Lord, grant us Your grace in this present age
to live with confidence and courage as we look
for the fullness of Your coming among us in all
of Your glory and power at the end of time. By
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, lead us and
guide us through our days until at last we join
with saints and angels in endless praise around
Your heavenly throne. This we ask through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord.

[(d Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN

387 JOY TO THE WORLD

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav’'n and nature sing,
And heav'n, and heav’'n and nature sing.

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
Far as the curse is found,
Far as the curse is found,
Far as, far as the curse is found.
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4 He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love,
And wonders of His love,
And wonders, wonders of His love.

BLESSING

PJThe almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the
-1~ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless you and keep
you.

(3Amen.
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SERVE LORD

GNSED

Rev. Karl P. Glander
Organist: Holly Bell
Pianist: Cheryl Nelson
Elder: Paul Rugenstein
Altar Guild: Emmy Larson, Betty Willis
Ushers: Klaus Naumann, Paul Rugenstein
Reader: Mickie Naumann

Aoy, Christmas Services
j Wership Children’s Service

Sctedute  Sunday, December 22" at 10:30
AM.

Christmas Eve Service
Tuesday, December 24th at 7:00
P.M.

Christmas Day Service
Wednesday, December 25th at
10:30 A.M.

New Year’s Eve Service
Tuesday, December 31st at 7:00
P.M.
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